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Risburgh, and educated in piety under the care of the holy abbess of
that house. Being very beautiful, she was, by her father, contracted in
marriage to Egard, a young nobleman of great virtue; but the virgin
persuaded him to join with her in making a mutual vow of perpetual
chastity. By her discourses he became desirous only of heavenly graces,
and to draw them down upon his soul more abundantly he readily
acquiesced in the proposal. The happy couple,- having but one heart
and one desire, by a holy emulation excited each other to prayer, mortifica-
tion, and works of charity. After the death of her father, St Catharine,
out of devotion to the passion of Christ, and to the relics of the martyrs,
accompanied her mother in her pilgrimages and practices of devotion and
penance. After her death at Rome, in 1373, Catharine returned to
Sweden, and died Abbess of Vadzstena, or Vatzen, on the 24th of March,
in 1381. For the last twenty-five years of her life she every day purified
her soul by a sacramental confession of her sins. Her name stands in
the Roman Martyrology on the 22nd of March. See her life written by
Ulpho, a Brigittine friar, thirty years after her death, with the remarks
of Henschenius.

The following feasts are celebrated on March 22 :

ST BASIL of Ancyra : ST CATHERINE of Sweden: ST DEOGRATIAS, Bishop of Carthage, who
sold even the gold and silver vessels of the church to redeem the captives of Genseric when he
plundered Rome : ST LEA, widow, a rich Roman, who after her widowhood led a. life of prayer*
St Jerome praises her happy death: ST PAUL, Bishop of Narboane, sent from Rome to plant
the faith in Gaul.

MARCH 23

ST ALPHONSUS TURIBIUS, CONFESSOR,

ARCHBISHOP OF LIMA

(A.D,  1606)

[From his life by F. Cyprian de Herrera, dedicated to Pope Clement X, and the
acts of his canonization.]

St TORIBIO, or TURIBIUS ALPHONSUS MOGROBEJO, was second son to
the lord of Mogrobejo$ and born in the kingdom of Leon, on the i6th
of November^ in 1538. From his infancy he discovered a strong inclina-
tion to piety; and in his childhood it was his delight, at times of recreation,
to erect and adorfi altars, and to serve the poor. He trembled at the
very shadow of sin. One day, seeing a poor pedler woman angry because
she had lost something out of her pack, he most movingly entreated and
exhorted her that she would not offend God by passion; and, in order
to appease her, gave her the value of her loss, which he had begged of
his mother for that purpose. He was very devout to the Blessed Virgin,
said every day her office and rosary, and fasted every Saturday in her
honour. Whilst at school, he usually gave part of his slender dinner to